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self with the general pattern of children's behavior, he can focus his
attention upon certain selected aspects of children's activities, their
habits of eating, sleeping, playing, etc.
3.  Individual observation: If the observer has won an over-all
picture of children's behavior, he will be able to notice individual
differences.
4.  Classification: The study of individual differences leads to the
method of classification which may be applied to (a) boys and girls;
(b) age differences;   (c) social differences;   (d) differences of ex-
pression in the same situation.
5.  Reactive behavior: Another category of observation is the
observation of reactive behavior, referring to the action of a child
under a clearly defined influence from without, called a "stimulus."
Observations of this type are directed to a child's reactions to stim-
uli of color, form, sound, taste, his power of imitation, his suggest-
ibility, etc.  The observation of reactive behavior should follow the
observation of spontaneous activities, since those give a truer pic-
ture of the personality of the child, who is here not reacting under
the compulsion of artificial stimuli.   The interpretation of reactive
behavior should take the observation of spontaneous behavior as a
frame of reference.
6.  Exploration: Exploratory techniques try to detect the motiva-
tion of behavior.  Several approaches are used:
(a)   Case history: The child's family situation, the role he plays
at home, the reactions of father and mother to the child, his possible
diseases and experiences are explored and traced back by investi-
gating the child's environment.
(b)  Questioning and psychoanalysis:  The child's motivations,
fantasies, dreams, and wishes are explored and analyzed by ap-
proaching the child directly.
(c)  Projective   techniques:   A   child's   responses   to   pictures,
stories, play, puppets, his projection of images upon ink-blots (Ror-
schach technique), are used to explore the child's conscious and
unconscious material.
(d)  Interpretation of expressive movement:  A child's bodily
movements and postures, Ms movement patterns, as projected upon
his finger paintings, drawings, clay work, etc., are used as a means
to explore a child's wishes, conflicts, frustrations, and emotions.
7.  Standardization: The integration of all observations allows
iis now to sketch an average profile of the young child, according to
types of behavior.  With reference to all the data discussed, tests
may now become tisef uL